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Here is the first newsletter of 2021 and it definitely seems longer 

than three weeks ago when we wrote the final newsletter of 2020. 

The start of the year was a little bit bumpy with ‘will we, wont we 

open’. We did open and now we are closed again! It has felt like a little 

bit of a rollercoaster the last ten days or so. Not that the whole year 

did not feel a little bit like a rollercoaster and we are definitely on a 

loop the loop at the moment. I do hope that this lockdown enables the 

infection rate to decrease and that any of our families impacted by 

COVID-19 are improving all the time and feeling well. The new 

lockdown restrictions can be found on National lockdown: Stay at 

Home - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). 

It will be important to have a read of this so that you are clear on 

what we can do during this period. The school guidance has changed 

this time and schools have more flexibility to determine vulnerable 

families and children as an increased list of critical workers. As a school 

we have worked really hard in ensuring we can provide the support in 

and out of school and all children who match the criteria . The 

guidance for schools is that educational staff should continue to go to 

work so that we are able to support children in and out of school. 

Team Lanesend have again supported the changes and moved quickly 

to organise learning both in and out of school. For home learning again 

the guidance has developed and expectations are more detailed.  

There is also support for both data and technology. We are awaiting 

the delivery of 40 iPads and 8 laptops that we can provide to families 

that have either no technology or who are sharing technology at home. 

We have started to roll these out to some families and once we have 

received our remaining allocation we will inform families. You can 

apply for data on ‘Get help with technology’ - GOV.UK 

(education.gov.uk). This will enable you to access live lessons, research 

on the internet or apply for internet connection. Please do let the 

Family Team know if you need any help with this and we can support 

you.  

Free School Meals: The Government have just announced that if 

children are at home and not in school they are going to provide 

vouchers if the school is unable to provide hampers or lunches. We 

have decided because of staff continuing in their normal roles that we 

do not have the capacity to do as we did last time and will apply for the 

vouchers. However, I do not know when these will be available so in 

the meantime you can request a hot meal or a packed lunch everyday 

and collect it from the school office. Please let the office know if you 

would like a lunch. If you said yes to a hamper these will now be 

replaced by a voucher, again if your child is not in school. You may 

require a lunch while we await the information so telephone the office 

and they can organise it. All other procedures remain in school and we 

have updated our risk assessment and school plan (version 7!) 

This week in school we have focused on health and wellbeing as this 

usually follows Christmas and the beginning of New Year where lots of 

people want to change and begin a new healthier regime. It has been a 

valuable week as it has allowed the team to support children through the 

tricky start to the week. Tomorrow, we begin week 1 of our Rain, Steam 

and Speed focus. You will receive a jigsaw overview, a year leader 

newsletter and a new home learning grid as soon as we can. These were 

all planned to be with you today but because of the changes the focus has 

been elsewhere. On a Thursday, ready for the Friday, you will also receive 

an email containing a timetable for the following week, links that you 

may need as well as a range of activities that will support the learning 

both at home and in school. Team Lanesend are on it!  

The Rain, Steam and Speed whole school learning focus will explore the 

weather, (a great British past time). Have I told you that there is a snow 

symbol on my weather app for tomorrow? This will be very exciting if it 

happens! We will also have a look at steam inventions through the 

Victorian era and we will look at trains and transport as well as the artist 

Turner. You can do a virtual tour of all the major museums in London. 

Turner visited the Isle of Wight and had an Isle of Wight sketchbook as 

well as paintings. The one below is a study of Cowes Castle and 

Carisbrooke Castle on the Isle of Wight.  

 

 

 

I am very excited about this topic as I said in my video to the children the 

other day, I do feel that it will engage, inspire and develop further their 

love of learning. It definitely is developing my own. Please do share any 

interesting learning or facts about our focus this term.  

We end next week with a focus on Religious education with World 

Religion Day. 

Some of the children have asked me about Dance Live. We do have a 

virtual meeting on Tuesday of next week and I can update you further 

then. In the meantime Mary is going to get some videos together so that 

the children can practise at home as I am still hopeful that we can 

participate in the event in some way.  

Next Friday 15th January is the deadline for Reception applications and 

will close at midnight. There is an online process that can be found at 

www.iow.gov.uk. Lanesend Primary is the one! 

Finally, I just want to say thank you for all the lovely messages the team 

and I have received from our families over the last ten days or so. They 

always come just at the moment when you really need them and they lift 

us and bring much joy. Thank you so much.  

Enjoy the weekend and hopefully things will feel more consistent and 

settled in the coming weeks.   Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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What’s going on this week? 
It is thought that thousands of pets were 'panic bought' at the start of the first lockdown. The 
Battersea Dogs and Cats Home charity have warned that the number of dogs abandoned over 
the next five years could increase by 27%. The charity, which rehomes animals in London and the 
surrounding area, surveyed 2,000 dog and cat owners who acquired a new pet during the nation-
al lockdown. It found 31% had done so despite not having considered getting a dog or cat before. 

 

Main question: 

Should anyone be allowed to buy a pet? 

This week’s debate... 
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Why not try some of the daily activities on the Action for Happiness Calendar for 

January at home? 
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